
OLVER ANNOUNCES $736,094 GRANT FOR HOLYOKE HEALTH CENTER

  

FUNDING WILL SUPPORT CARE FOR HIV PATIENTS

WASHINGTON–Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced                  today that the Holyoke Health Center will receive a grant for                  $736,094 from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.                  The funding was awarded through the Ryan White program, which                  designates money for HIV/AIDS treatment and education.

                 "The Holyoke Health Center has a history of providing quality                  care for individuals infected with HIV, and this funding will                  allow them to continue their efforts," Olver said.

                 Olver wrote a letter supporting the grant application to the Department                  of Health and Human Services. The Holyoke Health Center has received                  Ryan White funding since 1998, and has brought about a marked                  improvement in the health of the HIV patients it treats. Between                  1997 and 2000, the center reduced emergency room visits and hospitalization                  rates of HIV patients by fifty percent.

                 "We are still a long way from conquering HIV and AIDS, but                  the care teams at the Holyoke Health Center have made important                  strides. Their efforts have greatly improved the quality of life                  for HIV patients in this area, and the Department of Health and                  Human Services has recognized the invaluable services they provide,"                  Olver added.

                 The Holyoke Health Center uses a community-based model for delivering                  care that draws heavily from consumer input. In recent years,                  new medications have made it possible for individuals with HIV                  to work and lead relatively healthy lives. The medication regimens,                  however, require patients to adhere to a complicated schedule                  of drugs and are not possible for all individuals.

                 For more information about the Holyoke Health Center's HIV program,                  contact Lori Wojtusik at (413)536-8761.
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